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6 Pitch Classification 

 

Pitch Classification 

6.1 FIH has a classification system for synthetic pitches which fall into two categories: Global and 

National.  (Until April 2008, the National category was called “Standard” and this terminology will 

still appear in  some publications.  In the past there was also a “Starter” category but that has 

now been discontinued.) 

  The classification is based on a series of pitch performance requirements including the 

behaviour of a hockey ball and drainage characteristics tested under carefully controlled 

conditions on the finished pitch surface.  These requirements demonstrate varying degrees of 

playing characteristics, safety and performance related to each category.  Full details of the 

surface performance criteria can be found in the latest edition of the FIH Handbook of 

Performance Requirements for  Synthetic Turf Hockey Pitches” which is also known as the 

“Pitch Handbook”.  A copy of the handbook is available on the FIH website: 

www.worldhockey.org. 

 

Global Category 

6.2 Global category pitches are mandatory for all FIH world-level competitions and qualifying 

tournaments such as: 

•  Olympic Games 

•  World Cups 

•  Junior World Cups 

•  Champions’ Trophies 

•  Champions’ Challenges 

•  FIH Olympic Games Qualifying Tournaments 

•  FIH World Cup Qualifying Tournaments 

6.3 Although certain continental tournaments are organised by the respective Continental 

Federations, they are also qualification tournaments for the world level events listed above and 

therefore require the Global category pitch.  A global category pitch is also sometimes specified 

in continental or national tournament regulations. 

6.4 If it is not proposed to host one of the above events, it is not necessary to incur the additional 

costs to achieve global category standards. 
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National Category 

6.5 National category pitches are satisfactory for international matches and/or tournaments other 

than those referred to above. 

 

Starter Category 

6.6 The FIH recognises that it is uneconomical to provide a Global or National category pitch if 

major events or high level hockey are unlikely to be played at the venue.  The Starter category 

pitch therefore provides for good, local levels of hockey. 

 

Other Pitches 

6.7 In exceptional circumstances and in the interests of promoting hockey (perhaps in countries 

where hockey is in its infancy or some other special situation arises), the FIH will sanction 

events on natural grass or other surface.  Consideration of the safety of the players and other 

participants is, however, paramount. 

 

Selection of Turf Type 

6.8 The level of hockey that is proposed for the venue will be a major influence on the type of pitch 

surface to put down.  The higher the proposed level of hockey, the more demanding the 

necessary performance specification for the pitch surface and its construction.  The more 

demanding the specification, the fewer the options available. 

6.9 The next section of this Guide deals with the types of synthetic turf available. 

 

Summary of Key Points 

• There are two categories of synthetic turf: global and national. 

• The level of hockey taking place in the facility should strongly influence the choice of 

turf category. 

• Do not install a higher category of turf than is necessary.  

 


